
Welcome to Overture Band Programs, Inc! 

Parent & Student Handbook 
 

 

Mission Statement:  Overture Band Programs, Inc. is a Wisconsin 501(c)(3), non-
profit organization dedicated to providing instrumental music education for private 

and parochial school and home schooled students in and around Dane County, 
through quality band programs. 

 

The purpose of this handbook is to inform Band students and their parents of  the 

opportunities, expectations, requirements and schedules for this school year.  

Together we can look forward to a great year of practicing, rehearsing, 

performing, having fun and becoming better musicians!  Please read through this 

handbook with your child and contact me if there are any questions, comments or 

concerns.  I look forward to working with you this year!  

 

 

Band Director 

Overture Band Programs, Inc. 

608-877-1313 

overture@jvlnet.com 

http://overturebandprograms.weebly.com 

 

 

Message to Parents 
 

As parents of band students, you have given your child a great opportunity to study 

music.  Most of the responsibility for participating in band belongs to the student 

(remembering their instrument, materials, lesson time, etc.) however there are a 

few responsibilities for parents that will help your child succeed in band. 

 

• Help your child set aside a regular time and place to practice 

their instrument.  If practicing becomes part of their 

routine, it will become automatic and they will make great 

progress.  Sign their practice chart if needed. 
 

• Make sure that your child's instrument is in good working 

condition.  Many small repairs can be done at school, but 

sometimes instruments will need to be sent in to be 

repaired. 
 



• Encourage and take pride in your child's musical progress.  

Ask them to perform for their family, friends and relatives.  

Performance experience helps develop poise and confidence! 
 

• Attend your child's performances.  Let your child know how 

proud you are of his/her accomplishments! 

 

 

Materials Needed 
 

In order to be successful in band, students need to bring the following with 

them to their band lesson and group band rehearsal every week: 

 

1.  Their instrument in good working condition 

2.  Specific instrument supplies: 

Woodwinds - reeds, cork grease, cleaning swab 

Brass - valve oil, slide grease or slide cream & 

spray bottle for trombones 

Percussion - drum sticks 

3.  Their lesson book, band music and any other sheet  

music or homework assigned to them 

4.  A pencil 

 

If you need any supplies for band, you can order them online from White 

House of Music and they will be delivered to your band director at one of 

the schools he/she teaches at.  Here's how: 

 

1.  Go to www.whitehouseofmusic.com 

2.  Click the VIP link in the upper right corner of the home-page 

3.  Your PIN is your band director's last name 

4.  Select your child's instrument 

5.  Add your items to cart 

6.  Create your account and purchase 

7.  Items will be delivered to your teacher who will get them to 

 your child 

 

 

Curriculum 
 

Our curriculum uses a series of five Level Goal Sheets that contain skills 

appropriate for each year of instructional development.  Students develop skills on 

their instrument through the use of lesson books, solos, ensembles, group band 



music and supplemental materials and/or worksheets.  Students learn to play a 

variety of music from different styles, time periods, cultures and composers.  Over 

the five-year curriculum students explore composition, improvisation, develop 

critical listening skills and learn about music of other cultures. 

 

 

Practicing 
 

Students are expected to keep track of their practice minutes each week. 

 

Practicing is important for being successful in band.  The more effort put forth, 

the more rewards to be gained.  As with other academics, every person has their 

own unique learning style and strategies for being successful in studying and 

learning.  Here are some general suggestions for practicing your instrument. 

 

Where do I practice? 

It is best to practice somewhere quiet, where you will be able to concentrate and 

not be bothered.  You can use your bedroom, the basement, the office or any other 

room that is not being used at the time.  You don't need a lot of space, just enough 

for you, your instrument and a music stand. 

 

What do I practice? 

There are many options to choose from when you practice.  These include your 

lesson book assignment, band music, scales from your goal sheet, honor band music, 

solos or ensembles, your own composition, and other song books or music you may 

have.  Try to practice from each of these choices every week. 

 

How do I practice? 

Start with long tones that get your air moving and your instrument warmed up.  

Brass players should buzz for 3-5 minutes.  Starting with scales on long tones 

(whole notes or longer) is a great way to warm up and practice your scales at the 

same time.  Then play a piece that you play fairly well (or review from last week).  
Now go to the songs or the areas in a song that needs work.  Break it down into 

just a few measures at a time, play it over and over (starting slowly and increase 
the tempo as you can) until you feel good about the progress you made for today.  

(Remember that you don't need to make it perfect in one sitting.  Aim for daily 
improvement.)  Play through a piece or part of a piece you've never played before 
(to build your sight-reading skills.)  Finish your practice session with a piece you 
really enjoy playing.   

 

 

 



How long should I practice?   

Beginning band students should start with 15 to 20 minutes each day, focusing on 

playing with good tone and the proper embouchure, and increasing their daily 

practice time as they learn more notes, rhythms and can play more songs. 

 

Intermediate and Advanced Band students should spend 20 to 30 minutes each day 

playing their instrument  and practicing. 

 

It is more productive with longer lasting positive effects to practice a little every 

day, than it is to practice your entire week's worth of minutes in one sitting.  

 

 

Attendance 
 

Lessons:  Lessons are very important for the development of a music student.   All 

band students receive a weekly, 25 minute small-group/semi-private lesson.  

Lessons are scheduled throughout the school day and rotate from week to week so 

that students are not missing the same time each week.  All students will receive a 

copy of the band schedule so that they know when their lesson is each week.  It is 

important that students attend their scheduled lesson time and that they are on 

time.  If there is a conflict and you are unable to attend your scheduled lesson, it 

is your responsibility to re-schedule your lesson with your band teacher prior to 

your scheduled lesson time.  Re-scheduling your lesson should only be done if 

absolutely necessary.  Showing up and just joining another lesson group is not fair 

to that group, as they will lose instruction time due to the extra people in their 

lesson.   

 

Group Band:  Due to the limited amount of group rehearsal time each week, it is 

extremely important that students attend group band each week, are on time and 

display appropriate behavior.     

 

 

Behavior Expectations 
 

BE RESPECTFUL:  Always set an excellent example for others.  Respect yourself, 

others and their belongings, as well as your own.  Take pride and care of your 

instrument, music and school.  Make sure that the area around you is picked up and 

clean before you leave.  If you borrow something, put it back when you are done 

using it.  When the band director is talking, ALL students should be quiet and 

listening.  Show self-control so that you are not a distraction to your classmates.   

 



BE RESPONSIBILE:  Be on time and prepared for your lesson and group band. 

Make sure you have ALL of your materials (instrument, music, pencil, etc.) and are 

ready to participate.  Always check the lesson schedule ahead of time to make sure 

you know when your lesson is.  Do not rely on others to remind you. 

 

If your parent or the principal were to walk into the room at any 
moment, would they be proud of your behavior? 

 

 

Consequences if you choose not to follow the behavior expectations 
 

Any or all of the following could happen: 

• Friendly reminder  

• Choice for alternative action given 

• Warning with consequence stated 

• Reflection letter to be written by student and signed 

by parent and or principal 

• Email or phone call home to parent and or principal 

 

 

Performances 
 

Students will perform in (at least) two concerts each year.  The first concert will 

be in either December or January and the second concert will be in the spring 

(usually in May).  Concerts are our time to share with family, friends and teachers 

what we have been learning and working on.  It is extremely important that all band 

members perform at the concerts.  Everyone works together to prepare for our 

concerts, and in order to play our best we must all be there for the concerts as 

well.   

 

Unless other notification has be sent home regarding dress for concerts, concert 

attire is to dress nicely:  

     Boys:  Dress pants, dress shirt and tie or sweater, and dress shoes (if possible) 

     Girls:  Dress pants and top, skirt or dress, and dress shoes (if possible)    

  Skirts and dresses must cover the knees when seated. 
 

(If possible, no jeans, tennis shoes or t-shirts) 

 

Remember, when you look good, you feel good; and when you feel good, you 
sound good! 

 



Progress Reports 
 

Band students will receive two progress reports during the school year - one for 

each semester. 

 

 

Honor Band 
 

Students may be nominated by their band director to participate in Overture Band 

Programs' Honor Band.   Honor Band offers students a larger group band 

experience, the opportunity to play more challenging music and an extended 

performance schedule.   Criteria for being nominated for Honor Band includes: 

being in at least 6th grade, having completed (or close to completing) the Level 3 

Goal Sheet from our curriculum and demonstrating appropriate behavior and 

responsibility during band on a consistent basis.   

 

Honor Band rehearses on Tuesday evenings from 6:00-7:30 pm at St. Maria Goretti 

School from the end of September through Thanksgiving and again from January 

through mid-March.  Honor Band members present a concert in November and 

March and go on a performance tour in March to several of the schools that 

Overture Band Programs serves. 

 

Students who participate in Honor Band gain self-confidence, achieve a higher level 

of musicianship and attain musical leadership which they bring back to their own 

school band. 
  

  

Solo & Ensembles Festival 
 

Band students in grades 6-12 are eligible to participate in the Wisconsin School 

Music Association's (WSMA) District Solo & Ensemble Festival that takes place 

the second Saturday of February in Sun Prairie, WI.  Students who choose to 

participate in Solo & Ensembles prepare a solo or ensemble with the help of the 

band director and perform it for an adjudicator on the day of the Festival.  The 

adjudicator listens to the performance and provides comments and a critique of 

the performance based on a rubrics set by WSMA.  Students in grades 7-12 also 

receive a rating and a medal based on their performance.   

 

Permission slips for participating in Solo & Ensembles Festival are available from 

your band director or through Overture's website and are due by November 15th.  

 



2013-14 Calendar of Band Events 
 

 

 

 


